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Homeschooling HaJled in Botswana Due to U.t\!.-ffihd
the Child" -- Other Countries Face Same /

U.N. Convention on Rightrs of the Child is Deceptive
By Sheryl Young

Last week, families in Mahalapye, Botswana (in Atica) were forced by the ountry's government to stop homeschooling
lheir children under the rules of the United Nations' Conve0llon ot the Rishts oJthe Child (UNCRC). The famities ould be
due in court to face imprisonment wilhin this month.

The Botswana judge aclmowledgd that the homeschooled ctrildren were well cared for and educated. However, he ruted
that under the UNCRC, a country's goveming authorities have the right to determine the best interests of the cfrild. He
alloured lhe dtildren's homes to be invaded by police, and alt homeschooling malerialswere confiscated from Sre parents
so they could not continue.

The 1989 UNCRC is wkJely being acoepled by counlries around the world because it sets out more than 5O articles of
"cltildrcn's righlo." Some sound very good, but the rules arent working. For example:

-lfs supposed to pmtect children from harm, abuse and exploitation. But in many counties kidt are being oold as slave
labor or into sexual slavery by their own parenb for cash, and the U.N. has been unable to stop it.

-lt $lates that children have the right to survival and fultdevelopment. But the U.N. has been inefiedive in stopping
genocide such as in Darfur or in assudng food for staruing children in Africa. The U.N. also can't enforce an end to tdbal
mutilation of girls' genitalia.

-Amre principle of the UNCRC is that cfrildren be alloned to participate fully in family, cultural and social life. Article 5
says lhat the state ehall rwpect the reeponaibilltie, rights and duffs of parents or extended famify or community.

Yet, cleep in the fine print of this d@ument is found that countries adhering to the U.N. document have lhe right to judge
what kind of education is best for the chitd. This judge told the parents that the state knovvs better what their cfrildren need.

Germany and Sweden have also enacied several mea$ures against parental homeschooling due to their enforcement of
the UNCRC.

-Another core pdnciple is non-discrimination. Arficle 2, Section ,l says that states (countries, nations) shalt respec{ and
ensum lhe rights set forth without dlecrlminaton of any ldnd againat tre childb, parenfs or guardian'3 raoe, colour,
sex, language, religion, political, nalional, ethnic or social origin...

The halt to homeschoolin$ appears to be discriminalion, since some is done within a religious foundation. The
homescftooling families in Botswana involved in the case are Seventh Day Adventists.

ls public education always In the best interet of the chlld?

Public schools in many countries ctrange cuniolum, book content, teadrertraining and even history lessons to safisry
govemment agendas and popular trends.

Plus, homeschooled children have been known to excel above the statistics of publicly schooled kids. Here in the U.S., a
Julv ZQl$reqgrt.cited at the National Home Education Research Inslitute states that homeschooled children do very well in
college. The research also stated that homeschooling keeps kids safe from peer pressure toward drug and alcohol abuse
and casual sexual behaviors.

ACT lnc., producer of the ACT college entrance exam, fg@gg|-[L@that the average ACT composite score for
homeschooled etudenls was22,4, compared to the national average composite o121"1.
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ln 2000, homesc*rool students scored an ACT average of 22.6 smpored to 20.9 for public sc*tool. All the way bae* to
1998, homeecfiooled cfiildren have excelled in several areas of the ACT scores as well as lhe omposite score.

President Clinton signed the U.N. Convention on the Righte of the Child. lt was never ratified in the U.S. lt hasn't been

ralified in BoBwana either, but it is being enforced.

During his campaign in 2([8, President Barack Obama voiced intentions of pursuing the ratiftcation of tho UNCRC for the
United $tates. American homescfrooling has come under attacft in eeveral states including Califomia, whete a iudge in

2@8 thought that we were already supposed to be adhering to the U.N. doctrine.

lf the U.N. coutd do $omething about making countries proteci c*rildren ftom sot trafficking and other biggerdangers such
as those mentioned above, maybe they wouldn't have time to bother parente who are trying to do the best thing ior their

children as th€y see fit.

Sourceg:

Unitglt,N?tions' Convention on the Riqhts of the-Qhild (UNCRC). All bolding forthe paraphrased sections in this article is

the author's.
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